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RESUMO:

A maioria das familias do Povoado Sao Paulo da Chapada, no municipio de Pinheiro/MA
sobrevivem da extracdo do coco Babacu como fonte de sustento. Mas as consequéncias do
desmatamento das palmeiras de Babagu tém ameacado esse tipo de extracao, que ¢ feita pelas
quebradeiras do coco. Este trabalho, tem como objetivo realizar um estudo a respeito da
importancia econdmica da extragcdo do coco Babagu para as familias de baixa renda do Povoado
Sdo Paulo da Chapada, assim como, levantar dados referentes aos danos gerados pelo
desmatamento dos babaguais. Primeiramente, buscou-se conhecer o Povoado Sao Paulo da
Chapada na integra, seus aspectos fisicos e historicos. Posteriormente, uma visita a residéncia
do Lider Comunitario e sua familia, que fez um relato de suas experiéncias e cotidiano no
Povoado. Por ultimo, foi acompanhado a um grupo de mulheres, que fazem a quebra do coco
Babacgu, no seu dia-a-dia. Cerca de 70% das 30 (trinta) familias que residem no povoado, fazem
a extracdo das améndoas, para fins de comércio. Sendo que, 95% fazem uso do carvao, oriundo
do Babagu. Os pequenos pecuaristas correspondem a 20 % da populagdo, enquanto os
lavradores chegam a 40%. A partir das informagdes levantadas durante a pesquisa foi possivel
compreender a importancia do coco Babagu para as familias de baixa renda do Povoado, pois
¢, praticamente, a atividade mais rentavel para seus sustentos. Outra acdo bem detectada, é a
questdo do desmatamento desenfreado dos Babaguais para beneficiar a pequena pecudria e a
agricultura familiar. Pois além do Povoado deter da atividade de extragdo Babagueira, ha
presenca dos agricultores familiares e de pequenos pecuaristas, que usam do artificio do
desmatamento e do fogo para limparem areas, que serviram de locais para a producao de
lavouras e pastagens. O estudo realizado foi de extrema importancia para os envolvidos, em
especial a comunidade local, uma vez que, analisa e expde resultados de condigdes sociais,
aspectos econdmicos e relagdes entre classes tradicionais locais, além da representatividade
imposta a elas.
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ABSTRACT:

Most of the families of the Sdo Paulo da Chapada settlement, in the municipality of Pinheiro /
MA, survive on the extraction of the Babagu coconut as a source of livelihood. But the
consequences of the deforestation of the Babagu palm trees have threatened this type of
extraction, which is done by the coconut breakers. This work aims to carry out a study on the
economic importance of extracting Babacu coconut for low-income families in the Sao Paulo
da Chapada Village, as well as to collect data on the damage caused by the deforestation of
babassu trees. Firstly, we sought to get to know the Povoado Sdo Paulo da Chapada in its
entirety, its physical and historical aspects. Subsequently, a visit to the residence of the
Community Leader and his family, who gave an account of his experiences and daily life in the
village. Finally, he was accompanied by a group of women, who break the Babagu coconut in
their daily lives. About 70% of the 30 (thirty) families residing in the village, extract the
almonds, for commercial purposes. 95% use coal from Babagu. Smallholder farmers account
for 20% of the population, while farmers reach 40%. From the information gathered during the
research, it was possible to understand the importance of the Babagu coconut for low-income
families in the town, as it is practically the most profitable activity for their livelihoods. Another
well-detected action is the issue of rampant deforestation of the Babacuais to benefit small
livestock and family farming. As well as the Povoado holding the Babacueira extraction
activity, there is the presence of family farmers and small ranchers, who use the artifice of
deforestation and fire to clean up areas, which served as places for the production of crops and
pastures. The study carried out was extremely important for those involved, especially the local
community, since it analyzes and exposes results of social conditions, economic aspects and
relations between traditional local classes, in addition to the representativeness imposed on
them.
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