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RESUMO

A dieta de peixes pode ser influenciada por varios fatores, como variagdo espago-temporal,
condi¢cdes ambientais, caracteristicas biologicas das espécies, entre outros fatores. A
investigacdo da dieta de peixes com grande importadncia alimentar para a comunidade,
contribui para o manejo e conservagao da espécie consumida. Este estudo investiga a
composicdo alimentar de Cathorops agassizii em ecossistemas estuarinos da regido
maranhense, com enfoque nas variagdes espaciais e sazonais, ¢ sua relagdo com a
disponibilidade de presas. O estudo foi realizado ao longo de um ciclo anual em trés
localidades distintas na costa maranhense considerando os periodos seco e¢ chuvoso para
avaliar a influéncia das mudangas hidroldgicas na dieta da espécie. Os exemplares foram
coletados mensalmente e tiveram os seus conteudos estomacais analisados, permitindo a
identificagdo ¢ pesagem dos itens alimentares. A dieta foi avaliada utilizando o Indice de
Importancia Alimentar (IAi), buscando compreender a plasticidade troéfica da espécie e sua
capacidade de adaptacdo as condigdes ambientais. A andlise do comportamento alimentar de
C. agassizii fornece informagdes fundamentais sobre seu papel ecoldgico na dinamica trofica
dos ecossistemas estuarinos. A identificagdo de variagdes na dieta entre as estagdes contribui
para o entendimento das interagdes troficas na regido, auxiliando na formulagio de estratégias

de manejo sustentavel e conservacao dos recursos pesqueiros.

Palavras-chave: Teia alimentar; Nicho tréfico; Estratégia trofica; Conservagao.



ABSTRACT

Fish diets can be influenced by several factors, such as spatial and temporal variation,
environmental conditions, and the biological characteristics of the species, among others.
Investigating the diets of fish that are highly important to the community contributes to the
management and conservation of the species they consume. This study investigates the dietary
composition of Cathorops agassizii in estuarine ecosystems in the Maranhao region, focusing
on spatial and seasonal variations and their relationship with prey availability. The study was
conducted over an annual cycle in three different locations on the Maranhdo coast,
considering the dry and rainy seasons, to assess the influence of hydrological changes on the
species’ diet. Specimens were collected monthly, and their stomach contents were analyzed,
allowing for the identification and weighing of food items. Diet was assessed using the Index
of Alimentary Importance (IAi) to understand the trophic plasticity of the species and its
ability to adapt to environmental conditions. Analyzing the feeding behavior of C. agassizii
provides fundamental information about its ecological role in the trophic dynamics of
estuarine ecosystems. Identifying dietary variations between seasons contributes to
understanding trophic interactions in the region, aiding in the formulation of sustainable

management and conservation strategies for fisheries resources.
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